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2018 GLOBAL RETIREMENT INDEX 

The Top 25: Year-on-Year Trends 

Europe continues its stellar performance in the GRI this year. As with last year, 15 of the top 25 countries are from Western 

Europe while three are from Eastern Europe. The remaining seven are scattered across the world, with four being from 

Asia Pacific, two from North America and one from Central Asia.  

The countries achieving the largest positive overall score change among the top 25 this year are Ireland, Slovenia, the 

Czech Republic and Iceland. Ireland climbs seven spots to seventh overall on the back of improvements in the Material 

Wellbeing, Finance and Health sub-indices. Slovenia, the Czech Republic and Iceland all nudge up one spot with score 

improvements of either 1.8% or 1.7%. Slovenia moves to 23rd overall after gaining in all sub-indices. Meanwhile, the Czech 

Republic and Iceland move to 15th and second overall, respectively, due to improvements in the Material Wellbeing, Health 

and Finances sub-indices, although both decline in Quality of Life. 

Norway, Germany and Sweden experience the largest overall score declines among the top 25 in this year’s GRI. Norway 

and Germany suffer significantly lower scores in the Finances sub-index due to a decline in their five-year average for real 

interest rates. Norway also has a lower score in the Material Wellbeing sub-index compared to last year. And Sweden has 

a lower overall score owing to declines in the Material Wellbeing, Finance and Quality of Life sub-indices. 

There have been no movements into, or out of, the top 25 overall compared to last year. 

 


